Essays from distinguished contributors in political, religious, social, and economic history, on the theme of order and disorder in early modern England. The editors conclude that though the English were far from docile, they were not an ungovernable people in the early modern period.
Imperial Diplomacy

ROSEBERY AND THE FAILURE OF FOREIGN POLICY
Gordon Martel
One of the most intriguing and colourful figures in modern British history, Rosebery was twice foreign secretary, and Prime Minister from 1892 to 1894. Martel shows how Rosebery's personality and policy combined to create a distinctive imperial diplomacy. "The definitive word on the subject... excellent."
Peter Stansky, Stanford University $37.50 
McGill-Queen's University Press
THE CUSTOMS AND CEREMONIES OF BRITAIN
An Encyclopaedia of Living Traditions
By CHARLES RIGHTLY. Throughout thej British Isles, hundreds of fascinating customs [ and ceremonies-many of them centuries old-j continue to be observed. Charles Rightly un-J folds a broad and colorful tapestry of those that survive to this day-folklore and calendar customs; royal ceremo~"* nies; remnants of life in the Middle Ages and of vanished farming ways; commemorations of loved, hated or merely eccentric people;celebrations of deliverance from plagues and perils past.
Arranged alphabetically by custom, this book details the dates, times, and locations of the ceremonies; an extensive regional index of place names also gives a guide to the events in a particular area. Here is a compelling text for everyone interested in British history, culture, and tradition, as well as a unique guide for visitors in search of colorful and unusual events. With over 200 illustrations, 12 in color. $24.95 Thames and Hudson Inc. The Journal of Modern History
For broad coverage that lends insight to your work-
The JMH covers the intellectual, political, and cultural history of the entire European continent since the Renaissance. The JMH's geographical and temporal range make it unique.
For work that builds an excellent reference library-
-with landmark articles like these: Schorske's "Politics in a New Key" (1967); Eisenstein's "Some Conjectures about the Impact of Printing" (1968); and Pocock's "The Machiavellian Moment Revisited" (1981).
-and with frequent special issues that let you examine, in depth, specific issues, eras, and events. 
Subscribe now to the JMH.
Want to know more?
Find out what Signs can do for you: send for a FREE brochure.
• YES! I want to know more. The first monograph on English medieval county courts, this book provides a major revision of traditional conceptions of the character ofthe.se courts and the organization of English society from the twelfth to the fourteenth century The county courts have been considered courts of custom dominated by local knights unskilled in the law. By analyzing county personnel and their role in the courts, Robert C Palmer shows that these courts were, on the contrary, clearly professional and controlled by the magnates through their lawyers. 
